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Ten years on from the Rhode Island death blaze, history repeats itself, writes 
Gordon Masson, with even more devastating consequences…

NeW YeAR,
NeW CAtAstRoPHe

LOOKING BACK THROUGH some of the 
editorial columns that have been written 
in IQ, the number of times that we’ve 
been compelled to talk about people 
losing their lives at live music events is 
nothing short of shocking. Unfortunately, 
2013 is already proving to be no different, 
following January’s nightclub fire in a  
Brazilian city that claimed 238 lives and 
injured scores more.

Regardless of the club’s inferior safety 
arrangements, it appears that the blaze 
was caused by a band using pyro effects 
on stage, meaning the tragedy was easily 
avoidable. No doubt the circumstances 
of the inferno will be pored over in the 
coming weeks and months, and the 
Brazilian government will probably be 
forced to introduce stricter guidelines for 
clubs and venues ahead of the World Cup  
next year and the Olympics in 2016. But 
that’s not enough.

I’m not naïve enough to think that 
there will ever be a global standard agreed 
upon, let alone adopted, to cover the use of 
equipment, be that pyro or anything else, 
in small venues. But surely prosecuting 
people for using illegal effects, or using 
pyro without a proper licence – even if 
people are not hurt – isn’t too much to 
ask?! However, I fear many more column 
inches in IQ will be devoted to the needless 
deaths of music fans.

It’ll be interesting to hear any 
potential solutions suggested by safety 
experts, during ILMC and its associated 
production meetings next month, to 
make sure such an accident doesn’t 
happen again. 

Speaking of ILMC, as usual, in our 
March issue, we have a full ILMC guide 
(see page 3), and as this year marks the 
gathering’s 25th anniversary, make sure you 
start planning which sessions and activities 

most appeal to you, because at press time, 
the conference was close to being sold out, 
and events were filling up fast. 

Also in this issue, we run our annual 
health check of Europe’s major venues, 
(on page 56)  and without wanting to give 
too much away, the continent’s arenas 
enjoyed growth numbers in 2012, but 
it was a mixed bag in terms of the most 
successful shows.

Our latest feature looking back across 
the past 25 years, concentrates on the 
evolution of the venues sector worldwide, 
and Christopher Austin talks to a number 
of veteran  execs around the globe about 
the continuing development of their 
business (page 66).

On the back of affable promoter 
Herman Schueremans picking up 
a lifetime achievement award from 
the European Festival Awards, the 
straight-talking Belgian talks about his 
approach to life (see page 38) and just 
how he managed to transform a cultural 
backwater into a touring mainstay for 
international acts.

Speaking of popular destinations for 
international acts, Adam Woods revisits 
Switzerland (page 74) to discover that 
the usually robust economy has not been 
completely immune from the economic 
reality affecting neighbouring countries, 
but demand for festivals still remains high.

Elsewhere, we lament the passing 
of industry legends Claude Nobs.  and 
Henning Tögel. Both men were great 
supporters of ILMC and there will be 
tributes made to them during the March 
8-10 event. But for any of you unable to 
make this year’s conference, we hope our 
obituaries to Claude and Henning and 
some of their colleagues’ memories in 
Your Shout (page 86), give a measure of 
the friends we have lost.
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Two years after a huge earth-
quake that devastated large 
parts of Christchurch in 
New Zealand, entertainment 
facilities in the city have 
returned to normal, thanks 
to the efforts of CBS Canter-
bury Arena and its staff.

In the immediate after-
math of the February 2011 
earthquakes, the arena 
remained open and opera-
tional and was able to ini-
tially offer search and res-
cue teams valuable space 
as an operational planning 
and assembly point. In the 
months following, the arena 
provided interim space for 
various events that would 
traditionally have used inner 
city venues such as the town 
hall and the convention cen-
tre. These include meetings 
and conferences; several 
local cultural performances; 
secondary school and uni-
versity ceremonies and balls; 
and smaller ticketed events.

“The conventional con-
figurations of the arena were 
designed to house much larger 
events meaning the opera-
tions team have established 
and practised various options 
to better accommodate these 
smaller events, including 
an intimate concert-mode,” 

says business development 
manager, Turlough Carolan. 
“These smaller events run on 
a much longer lead time than 
ticketed events, meaning the 
arena’s previous core busi-
ness of large-scale concerts 
and sporting events have at 
times struggled to find avail-
ability. However, in the two 
years since the February 
quake the arena has played 
host to performances such 
as Placido Domingo, Mum-
ford and Sons, The Wiggles, 
Slash, Kenny Rogers and 
Ringo Starr.”

Now, with thousands of 
people moving into the city 
for the rebuild and the estab-
lished community looking 
for that sense of normality, 
Carolan adds that the contin-
ued support of promoters is 
key in the redevelopment of 
Christchurch. With a concert 
seating capacity of 9,000, 
CBS Canterbury Arena is 
one of the country’s largest 
purpose-built indoor sports 
and entertainment ven-
ues, only 15 minutes from 
Christchurch International 
Airport. Built in 1998, it 
plays host to sporting teams, 
world-renowned artists, 
exhibitions, gala dinners and 
special events.

the agency group (TAG) 
has promoted Paul Ryan, 
Natasha Bent and Heul-
wen Keyte to the positions 
of vice-president. All three 
previously acted as agents 
within the company and their 
step up the ladder coincides 
with further expansion of the 
group, which includes a new 
UK-based literary division.

The new UK literary divi-
sion will be headed by Jona-
than Conway, with Juliet 
Mushens joining as a liter-
ary agent. Based in TAG’s 
London office, the new divi-
sion will work alongside the 
company’s existing literary 
agency in New York. 

Conway has been a lit-
erary agent since 2004, 
managing the publishing 
careers of a growing list of 
high-profile media, cookery, 
music and sports person-
alities. Mushens began her 
career in fiction marketing 
at HarperCollins in 2008. 
After joining PFD in 2010 

she became an agent in 2011 
and represents a diverse 
and growing list of fic-
tion and non-fiction writers 
from big brands to exciting 
debut writers

On the music side, Ryan 
has been instrumental in 
developing the careers of 
acts including Bullet For 
My Valentine, Bring Me The 
Horizon, In Flames, Lamb 
of God, Trivium, and Kills-
witch Engage; Bent’s clients 
include The Knife, Foals, 
Amy Macdonald, Gotye, 
Foster the People, Cage the 
Elephant and First Aid Kit; 
and Keyte’s roster of clients 
includes Katherine Jenkins, 
David Garrett and Alfie Boe.

TAG CEO, Neil Warnock, 
says: “Having such talented 
people joining Geoff [Meall] 
in the management of the UK 
company will ensure that The 
Agency Group will continue 
to be an outstanding power-
house of talent in Europe and 
across the world.”

providing a stark reminder 
that the London Olympics 
are not the only sports event 
that can benefit production 
companies, JSA constructed 
the main objects for a show in 
the 12,000-capacity Bolshoy 
Ice Palace, in the Russian city 
of Sochi, to mark the one-
year countdown to the 2014 

Winter Olympics. More than 
€13billion has reportedly 
been allocated to the Games’ 
budget and during the lavish 
7 February ceremony, JSA’s 
stages hosted the likes of 
Russian president Vladimir 
Putin and president of the 
International Olympic Com-
mittee, Jacques Rogge.

Christchurch venues 
thrive following quake

TAG Announces UK 
Expansion Plans

M
et

al
lic

a 
at

 C
B

S 
C

an
te

bu
ry

 A
re

na





66 | IQ Magazine  March 2013

Venues at 25


